
Because you’re 
special...



If you’re reading this pack, it means 
you have signed a contract with 
Totally Bound Publishing. We’re 
thrilled to have you on board.

We believe that Totally Bound is a 
truly unique publishing company 
because our people are united by a 
genuine passion for Erotic Romance 
Fiction. 

We’re totally devoted to our authors 
of course—but we’re also totally 
determined to see fabulous fiction 
by outstanding authors delivered 
into the hands of readers all over the 
world. For the most part, these are 
ordinary women, made extraordinary 
by the twinkle in their eyes, the spring 
in their steps and the smiles on their 
faces.

Our mission is clear. We want to 
inspire and delight. It’s a challenge 
we relish and one we tackle with 
professionalism and imagination in 
equal measure. We see it as a journey. 
Your contract with Totally Bound is 
your passport and we’d like you to 
treat the contents of this pack as your 
travel itinerary. Hopefully it will help 
to answer some of your questions 
about the adventures ahead. 

Of course this pack is just the start. 
Remember, loads more information 
is available to you via our publisher 
website www.totallyboundpublishing.
com. Plus, we’re always here to 
answer your questions in person—just 
drop us a line.

Love and best wishes,

 
Claire Siemaszkiewicz 
CEO
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For our readers we aim to create 
a welcoming, comfortable and 
safe environment for pleasurable 
escapism—making some of the best 
romance literature on the market 
available at great prices. Our books are 
only ever a couple of clicks away via a 
clear, easy to use website. Plus we aim 
to ensure our customers have a totally 
A-list experience, with great support 
and customer service along the way.

We extend the same care and 
attention to our authors. Our publisher 
website has been created just for you, 
to help make the journey towards 
publishing your books a real red-

carpet experience. As well as top 
tips and an outline of the marketing 
toolkit we put at your disposal,  
www.totallyboundpublishing.com 
helps you navigate the publishing 
process, with ‘how to’ guides, insights 
from other authors and clear signposts 
for news and information. It’s your 
access point for a whole network of 
support that makes the Totally Bound 
author community super-special.

We have found that happy authors 
are productive authors, which is 
why we’re here to develop the best 
possible relationship with you and 
ensure that you’ve got the right kind 

of help and support at hand. We’re in 
it for the long haul. We want to work 
with you to help you build a solid back 
catalogue of books and a fan base 
that simply can’t get enough. 

You’ll be assigned your very own 
content editor—someone who will get 
to know you intimately and who will 
become your first point of contact 
within the Totally Bound Team. Your 
editor’s role is to coach and support 
you to make sure your books are 
simply the very best that they can 
possibly be, so that you feel confident, 
empowered and inspired to produce 
the most fabulous fiction imaginable!

This iswhatwe do
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Totally Bound is primarily an eBook publisher, 
although we also offer audio books and paperbacks. 
We provide top quality Erotic Romance books for 
adventurous readers. We aim to satisfy our readers’ 
cravings for hot, steamy stories with well-rounded 
characters and compelling plotlines that make them 
hungry for more!
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We’ve taken the time to get to know 
what our readers want. They share 
a desire for the delicious escape 
offered by the highest quality Erotic 
Romance. They adore captivating, 
well written stories about sex, power 
and relationships. They love strong 
characters and expressive imagery. 
And we’re here to work with you to 
ensure that they get exactly what 
they’re looking for. Take a glance 
across the page at some of the 
feedback we received in our recent 
reader survey.

Our team is determined to keep 
thoroughly up to date on what real 
women want to read, because these 
are the insights that will help our 
editors add great value to our authors 
throughout the writing process, whilst 
also ensuring that our marketing team 
are best placed to help you build the 
fan base you deserve.

We canvass the opinions of our 
readers and the general public on a 
regular basis. Everything we learn is 
fed back to our authors via regular 
e-newletters and reports, so you’re 
always thoroughly up to date and 
totally in the loop.

Share ourpassion
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“For me it’s romance 
all the way. I want a 
love story with a little 

extra sizzle.”

“A great book is all 
about strong characters 
- connecting with them 
brings the story to life.”

“Real-life romance, with drama 
and ups and downs you can 

identify with. Great sex scenes 
are the icing on the cake.”

“I’m looking for a 
well defined plot 
and hot, steamy 
detailed sex.”

“I want goosebump 
moments. Gorgeous 

romances I can lose myself  
in with a believeable happy 

ending. Delicious.”

“A love story and strong 
plot - that’s what 

makes for a great Erotic 
Romance. Plus the sex has 

to be well-written.”

What ourreaders say

Did you know? 

Our readers have 
voracious appetites. 
64% of them read over 
10 books per month. 

Totally Bound caters 
predominantly to 
the eBook market, 
with 91% of our 
customers preferring 
to download our 
fabulous fiction direct 
to their eReader.



The next few pages will give you an overview of what to  
expect throughout the publishing process. Remember,  
there’s plenty more regularly updated detail on our  
publishers website: www.totallyboundpublishing.com

Our aim is to set the platinum standard for authors in the Erotic Romance genre.  
We want you to have a totally A-list experience, irrespective of where you are in the publishing 
process. From submission, through editing, to the all important receipt of royalties, we go the 
extra mile to create an environment where you feel comfortable, valued and totally engaged.

A totally

professional
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partnership
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yourguide
We know how much 
work goes into crafting 
a great story, so we give 
your manuscript equal 
care and attention, which 
means we aim to assess  
it and respond within  
6 weeks from the date  
of first submission.

All of our books fall squarely within 
the Erotic Romance genre. These are 
romantic storylines, mostly featuring 
happy ever after endings and varying 
in length between 10,000 - 100,000+ 
words.*

What makes an Erotic Romance 
special is that it includes explicit 
sex, but also plenty of emotion and 
commitment. This is unlike Erotica, 
where the emotional commitment is 
absent, or Sensual Romance where 
the sex is not explicit.

to submission

for everyone...Something

*  We publish novels, novellas and short stories. Our novels range from 30,000-120,000+ 
words, novellas 15,000-30,000 words and short stories 10,000-15,000 words. Our 
editors are on hand to advise and guide you as to where your submission fits.
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We cater to a wide variety 
of tastes within the 
Erotic Romance genre. 
These are our sub-genre 
categories—we’ll help you 
figure out exactly where 
your story belongs.

Our books also feature a wide variety 
of relationship types. We don’t just 
cater for male/female love stories. We 
also have a very strong readership for 
male/male romances and ménage or 
multiple partner stories. 

We’re pretty open when it comes to 
creativity. (We certainly don’t stifle it!) 
So we look at most story lines (but do 
take the time to check our guidelines 
before submitting). 

Note: We take care to help our readers 
choose books that are right for their 
individual preferences, which is why 
every title on our site is given a heat 
rating and a sexometer score.

We receive all submissions via email. 
Send your manuscripts to
submissions@totallybound.com. 

Full submission guidelines are available 
on our publishers website.

Action/Adventure
Bollywood
Bondage/BDSM
Comedy/Humour
Contemporary
Cowboy/Western Fantasy/Fairytale
Futuristic/Sci-fi
Gay/Lesbian
Gods/Godesses
Historical
Horror
Ménage-à-trois/Multiple Partners
Men in Uniform
Multicultural
Older Woman/Younger Man
Paranormal
Rubenesque
Shapeshifters/Morphers
Thriller/Crime
Timetravel
Vampire/Werewolf
Wereshifters



We aim to keep our customers totally 
captivated—so from time to time 
we commission and release very 
special imprints, aimed to capture 
our customers’ imaginations as well 
as attracting plenty of positive media 
attention. Check out our ‘Clandestine 
Classics’ as a case in point. We 
pioneered a process whereby our 
authors revisited well-known classics, 
layering in steamy sex scenes that 
really mesmerised our readers, as well 
as the world’s media. 

Looking ahead, we’re planning more 
industry innovations. Our new brand 
launch includes our ‘What’s Her 
Secret?’ collection, with many of 
our authors contributing to what’s 
set to be a block-busting imprint. 
All of these stories will have special, 
exclusive ‘editor’s cut’ extras to 
ensure our readers get the maximum 
enjoyment from our authors’ titles.

imprintsinnovative

There are more innovative imprints in the  
pipeline, so it pays to keep an eye on our 
website for submission calls. It’s a great way 
to develop your readership and flex your 
creative muscles.
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The
publishing

process
If and when your submission is accepted by Totally Bound, the publishing process begins in earnest.  
One of the first jobs is to pair you up with an editor, who will be your ‘significant other’ throughout your 
career with Totally Bound. This should be the start of a beautiful relationship as you embark on a journey 
together. We’ve outlined the key stages below, but full details are available on our publisher website.
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Totally submitted Totally accepted Totally polished Totally finished Totally Ready to go!

Manuscript submitted, reviewed and contracted Content Editor and Author work together to polish your plot and prose Totally Bound Team get your book totally ready for your readers!

Final line edits Formatting versions

Preparing marketing and promosCover  
art

ReleasePreorder

6 weeks 8 weeks

Your book is born!
Your book will be 
available for sale by 
9am on its scheduled 
release day - all our 
books are published 
on a Friday. It’s time 
to crack open the 
Champagne (although 
we normally wait 
till after lunch to 
celebrate)!

12 weeks



We know that plenty of our authors 
write for the love of the craft and 
the genre. For others, it’s a lifestyle 
and career choice. You want to know 
that you’re in safe hands from a 
professional perspective, so whatever 
drives you, we’re here to make 
sure that the business end of our 
relationship is totally taken care of.

Royalties
Our author royalties are always paid 
promptly and monthly, one month in 
arrears on the 1st of the month.*

Where and how
UK based authors will be paid directly 
into UK bank accounts. For authors 
outside the UK, we currently use 
PayPal—as a safe and reliable form of 
payment processing. 

Distribution Sales
Our retailers all pay at different times 
of the year. We will pay you your share 
of the commission from these sales 
the month after we have received 
cleared payment from them. We use a 
variety of distributors for print, audio 
and eBooks, as listed below:

Taking
care of business

* There are occasional exceptions to this rule on weekends and Bank 
Holdiays, please check full details on our publisher website.

eBooks
All Romance eBooks (ARe), Amazon, 
Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Content 
Reserve, Ingram and all subsidiaries, 
Kobo, Sony

Print
Booksurge, Lightningsource 

Audio
Audible
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Our readers love the kind of luscious 
Erotic Romance that transports them 
out of the routine of daily life. But 
getting their hands on our material 
doesn’t happen by accident. Often it’s 
the product of plenty of hard work and 
smart marketing—and our team are 
smarter than most when it comes to 
supporting sales of your books.

You can take it as read that we’ll 
promote your release exclusively to 

our readers on early download and 
we’ll make sure all the public relations 
boxes are ticked to push your title out 
to the widest possible audience, once 
you hit your release date.

But we also support via social media, 
book tours, series micro-sites and 
by seeking out industry and peer 
reviews on your behalf. In essence, 
we’re here, working hard behind the 
scenes to make sure your titles get 

talked about in all the right places,  
by all the right people, for all the 
right reasons. We’ll also encourage 
you to engage directly with your fan 
base. Readers of Erotic Romance 
love to feel engaged and involved, so 
we’ll give you plenty of advice and 
guidance, as well as hints and tips on 
how to win your readers’ hearts and 
minds, so they’ll literally be queuing 
up to purchase your next release.

It’s not just
sex that sells

To keep up to date with developments in the marketing mix, 
check into the authors’ area on our publisher site regularly.
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your totally
team

Claire Siemaszkeiwicz 
Founder & CEO

Claire is the entrepreneurial 
powerhouse behind Totally Bound. 
As well as directing the business and 
leading our team, Claire is always on 
hand to give our authors guidance.

Nicki Richards 
Publisher

Nicki is queen of our publishing 
process, here to expedite the 
transformation of your manuscript 
into a totally polished end product. 
As line-manager to our editors, Nicki 
is all-seeing and all-knowing.

Heidi Blakey 
PR and Communications

Heidi takes care of media and publicity 
for your releases, as well as regular 
author communications to keep 
your finger on the pulse of what’s 
happening here at Totally Bound.

Marek Siemaszkeiwicz 
Technical Director

Co-founder and leader of all things 
technical (which is more or less 
everything in an innovative digital 
business like ours), Marek is here to 
ensure our customers have a totally 
seamless online experience.

Jack Davis 
Author Brand  
Marketing Executive

Jack takes care of all of our author 
brand communications. He’s also a 
whizz on the web and is hands on in 
care taking our eCommerce platform 
and publisher site.

Emmy Ellis 
Head of Art 

Emmy wears a lot of hats as she 
produces banner packs, competition 
pieces, posters, videos—as well taking 
the lead on our yummy book covers. 

Your Editorial & Support Team

You’ll soon be introduced to your 
dedicated Editor and you’re bound 
to deal with additional members of 
our team including: Editor in Chief: 
Stacey Birkel, Senior Editor: Rebecca 
Douglas (5), First Content Editor: 
Sarah Smeaton (7), Content Editors: 
Eleanor Boyall, Sue Meadows and 
Jenny Douglas, Final Line Editors: 
Kerri Nelson, Lori Heaford, Jade 
Bromfield and Administrator: Analisa 
Muresu (6).
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The warmest of welcomes from 
everyone at Totally Bound, including 
our amazingly talented authors!

“Totally Bound do a great job 
throughout the whole process of 
editing and promoting, right through 
to great cover art - you get the works. 
I couldn’t have been more happy with 
my first experience as a published 
author.”

“I’m happy to be with a publisher and 
an editor who are willing to help me 
build a writing career. They’re not just 
looking to buy one story and cut all 
ties.”

“When Totally Bound took an interest 
in my manuscript, I was completely 
stunned and couldn’t quite believe all 
the nice things my editor was saying 
about my writing. Edits were initially a 
bit stressful—but I’ve got into a good-
natured relationship with my editor. 
We spar occasionally about the fine 
detail, but its easy going and all in the 
best interests of my book.”

“Totally Bound was my second 
publisher and I immediately noticed 
how much more professionally 
organised they were than my first.”

“I find the editing process at Totally 
Bound very rigorous. It’s a good 
thing because it eliminates the tiny 
mistakes that can pull down the 
quality of a manuscript. I also found 
it surprising that my editor could be 
so pendantic about grammar for an 
Erotic Romance. I took it as proof that 
the Totally Bound team takes great 
pride in what it produces and sells.”

“I’ve been working with other 
publishers on two other books, but 
my first book published is with Totally 
Bound and I have to say that working 
with the Totally Bound team has been 
such a positive experience that I will 
definitely choose to work with Totally 
Bound over other publishers in the 
future.”

“Working with Totally Bound is an 
amazing experience. I have been lucky 
to find a group of women who have 
been inspirational, helpful and kind.”

Home
sweet home
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We’d just like to say a final thank you for making Totally 
Bound your home. We’re determined to make our 
brand synonymous with the highest quality, best-written, 
compelling and captivating Erotic Romance in the world. 
So there couldn’t have been a better time for you to come 
through our doors and become part of our innovative, 
inspired and inspiring community.



Total-E-Ntwined Limited  
T/A Totally Bound Publishing
Think Tank, Ruston Way,
Lincoln,
Lincolnshire,
United Kingdom
LN6 7FL

Telephone: (+44) 1522 668916
www.totallybound.com


